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PITTSFIELD -- Now hiring: Youth workers. 
That's the case thanks to the reinstallation of $9.1 million statewide to provide jobs for thousands of needy and at-risk teenagers this summer through a program called YouthWorks, which serves 25 communities across the state, including Pittsfield. 
Pittsfield received $90,000 to hire 25 more young people through the program. Until this week, YouthWorks was only half-funded. Thus, in addition to the 25 already hired this summer, 50 youths will soon be employed. 

Between state funding for YouthWorks and the federal stimulus dollars, 4,726 teenagers will have summer jobs in Massachusetts, helping to fill an employment void. 
According to the federal Bureau of Labor Statistics, the current teen unemployment rate is 25.4 percent for 16- to 24-year-olds. In 2008, that rate was at 15.8 percent. The YouthWorks program has been around since 2005 in Pittsfield, and falls under the BerkshireWorks career center umbrella, said Heather Shogry, youth director for the Berkshire County Regional Employment Board. "We started with $20,000 to hire 14 youths. Since then, the amount of funding and capacity to hire youths has grown," said Shogry. 
The five-week, state-subsidized program hires teenagers at $8.50 per hour for 28 hours of on-site work and two hours of paid career readiness training each week. Shogry said young people interested in applying for a job must be "income 

eligible" to apply for a YouthWorks job, meaning they come from a low-income household. Employers include public, private and nonprofit entities. 
The Dalton Community Recreation Association (CRA), for example, is a new employer to the program, made possible through the new funding. This summer, the CRA is also partnering on youth employment programs through federal stimulus funding given to the Berkshire Community Action Council. "We looked at it as kind of a win-win situation for everyone," said Alison Peters, interim director of community services for the CRA. "We have more work to do than our small staff can keep up with, so we appreciate the help." 
"In addition, the kids get some exposure to the business world, can earn money for college, and get solid work experience," she said. "We are committed to helping young people in Massachusetts at school, on the job, and in our communities. Jobs foster the kinds of ethics and skills young people need to succeed as adults," Gov. Deval Patrick said. 

The funds are a combination of state funding plus American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds that were reserved for this summer. Prior to the latest announcement of funding, YouthWorks was funded at half the sum. 
2010 Berkshire YouthWorks participating employers (* = new employers for this summer; ** = can hire new youth through additional funds) 
Lanesborough Elementary School** 

Barrington Stage ** 

Goodwill Industries 

Pittsfield Boys & Girls Club - (Camp Russell) 

Christian Center 

Berkshire Works Career Center 

Ralph Froio Senior Center 

Catholic Youth Center (Camp St. Michael)** 

Berkshire Community College 

Social Security Administration 

Harry's Supermarket 

Reconnect Center of Pittsfield* 

Riverview Holmes* ** 

Girls Inc. (Gladys Allen Brigham Community Center)* 

Berkshire Health Systems * ** 

TJ Maxx* ** 

Bisque Beads & Beyond* ** 

Dalton Community Recreation Association* ** 

Canyon Ranch* ** 

The 25 YouthWorks communities: 

Boston, Brockton, Cambridge, Chelsea, Chicopee, Fall River, Fitchburg, Framingham, Gardner, Haverhill, Holyoke, Lawrence, Leominster, Lowell, Lynn, Malden, New Bedford, Pittsfield, Quincy, Randolph, Salem, Springfield, Taunton, Weymouth and Worcester. 

The YouthWorks program is still looking for local employers to host youth workers this summer. If interested, call Jessica Harvey at (413) 499-2220, Ext. 131.
To learn more about the YouthWorks program, visit www.commcorp.org/youthworks.

