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NORTH ADAMS -- Science, technology, engineering and mathematics, or STEM initiatives are getting a boost in Berkshire County. 

The Berkshire STEM Pipeline Network just received a $40,000 grant this week to continue its work in forming collaborations, providing teacher training programs, marketing and development -- all to encourage students to become engaged with STEM fields. 

"STEM is a little more than a buzz word. Everything we do these days focuses on these areas," said James Brosnan, superintendent of the Northern Berkshire Vocational Regional School District (McCann Technical). He spoke on Friday at a meeting of the Berkshire Compact for Education. 

Both he and Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts President Mary Grant are members of the governor's STEM Advisory Council. 

"We need to be ready to prepare the future workforce, and to continue to enroll students in STEM courses in the goal of them ending up with a career in a STEM field," said Monica Joslin, dean of academic affairs at the MCLA, where the Berkshire STEM network is based. 

Formed in 2003 through funding from the Economic Stimulus Trust Fund and the state Department of Higher Education, the Berkshire STEM Pipeline is a pre-kindergarten through college-level initiative, which also continues its outreach and included members from local businesses and the community. 

Over the years, it has sponsored and supported the Region I state science and engineering fairs at the middle and high school level and also a STEM Career Fair, held annually at Berkshire Community College. 

This summer, the network will sponsor a teachers' course on the science and social issues of the Housatonic River, as well as robotics camps for kids. 

Looking further ahead, the Berkshire STEM network will also be actively involved with initiatives that come out of the development of the new Center for Science and Innovation at MCLA. 

"It's great that STEM does continue to be supported with all the budget constraints in the state. It's good to see that the governor and legislators have it as a priority," said Julie Hannum, Berkshire STEM member and senior special program coordinator for the secondary/post-secondary Career Vocational Technical Education Linkage Initiative at BCC. 

It is such a priority, that schools are investing their own funding, time and efforts to continue to push STEM initiatives where the Berkshire STEM network cannot. 

At BCC, for example, the college's math department is currently working with area high school math teachers to work towards aligning their curriculum, ultimately reducing the number of students who have to take remedial math courses. 

"The perennial question from the students' perspective is ‘Why do I have to learn this?' We're always looking at relevance and what connecting activities can do for students," Hannum said.

